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PITTSFIELD “  Congressman John W. Olver (D - 1st District)                announced today at a press conference that the US Department of                Housing and Urban Development°s Supportive Housing Program has awarded                a $259,092 grant to Barton°s Crossing, a transitional program supported                by the American Red Cross.  American Red Cross is one of several                organizations that make up the Committee on Homelessness in Berkshire                County.              

Congressman Olver worked closely with American Red Cross during                the application process and advocated directly to Secretary Andrew                Cuomo on their behalf.              

œThis grant will enable Barton°s Crossing to improve the lives                of Berkshire County residents. By  providing shelter and hands-on                education and training, many homeless individuals and families will                be given the tools to get back on their feet again,” Olver said.                œBy helping our unfortunate neighbors, we our benefitting the entire                community.”              

œI applaud organizations like the Berkshire County Chapter of the                American Red Cross for supporting shelter°s like Barton°s Crossing                and for their determination in eradicating homelessness and improving                the lives of all residents in Berkshire County,” added Olver              

Barton°s Crossing, located at 1307 North Street in Pittsfield,                applied for renewal funding after it had received $251,546 for the                shelter in 1997.  The shelter is a 26 bed facility with accommodations                for 9 women, 17 men and 1-2 families. The unit is over 10,000 sq                feet and includes 24 hour supervision, on site casework, and housing                and employment services.  In additional there is a a computer                room, study and play room, and meeting rooms. There is also a full                time Housing and Outreach Coordinator on staff.              

The majority of their clients are single individuals. A high percentage                have a history of substance abuse.  Barton°s Crossing serves                people from a variety of living situations - some have been evicted;                burned out of their homes; and some have been living on the streets                and come to the shelter when the weather is bad. Additionally, some                come to the shelter from referrals.              

HUD°s Supportive Housing Program assists homeless providers to                acquire, build and renovate and operate facilities that serve homeless                families and individuals and offer homeless people the housing and                supportive services they need to move out of homelessness and to                achieve independent living.  Grants are awarded for a period                of two years.             
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